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REASON 

[1] 

The invention (s) in the claim (s) of the subject 
application are deemed to be easily conceivable by those 
skilled in the art on the basis of the following publications 
circulated in or out of Japan prior to the filing of the 
application, therefore, unpatentable in line with the 
provision in Art. 29, para. 2 of the Patent Law. 

Note (Regarding the cited references etc. , please refer 
to a list thereof) 

(Regarding claim 1) Cited Reference 1 

From line 8 to line 11 on the upper left-hand column 
in page 13 of the cited reference 1, a technique is disclosed 
in which branch history information is written during waiting 
state for instruction code from instruction fetch stage to 
decode stage. And, during the waiting state for the 
instruction code from the instruction fetch stage to the 
decode stage, the instruction fetch itself is finished, 
therefore, the control over the memory unit for storing 
instruction string does not occur. 

(Regarding claim 2) Cited Reference 1 

During the waiting state for the instruction code from 
the instruction fetch stage to the decode stage, calculation 
for the address of instruction which is to be fetched next 
is not completed, therefore, being during the waiting state 
means being at the timing at which the instruction fetch 
request can not be accepted. 

(Regarding claim 3) Cited Reference 1 and 2 

Update wait matrix 406 disclosed in Fig. 3 of the cited 
reference 2 corresponds to write reservation of the invention 
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defined in claim 3, and those skilled in the art would have 
naturally added the technique disclosed in the cited reference 
2 as occasion demands. 

(Regarding claim 4) Cited Reference 3 

In sections [0048] and [0049] of the cited reference 
3, a technique is disclosed in which history information is 
written regardless of whether or not branch instruction is 
executed . 

From line 11 to line 13, and from line 28 to line 30 
on the right-hand column in page 6 of the cited reference 3, 
a technique is disclosed in which when a call instruction or 
a return instruction is executed, return address stack 
(RB103) is operated. And, this disclosure implies, by 
contraries, that when the call instruction or the return 
instruction is not executed, the return address stack is not 
operated . 

Therefore, the invention defined in claim 4 is the 
invention which could have easily been made by those skilled 
in the art based on the cited reference 3. 

(Regarding claim 5) Cited Reference 1 and 4 

In cited reference 4, bypass means (401, 402 and 501) 
as a target of branch prediction is disclosed especially being 
related to section [0020] and Fig. 3. And, enhancement of 
prediction accuracy is the object which is always sought by 
those skilled in the art. Therefore, those skilled in the 
art could have easily conceived to add the technique disclosed 
in the cited reference 4 to the invention disclosed in the 
cited reference 1. 

(Regarding claim 6) Cited Reference 1 

The invention defined in claim 6 is different from the 
invention defined in claim 1 only in the point of categories, 
therefore, the invention in clam 6 could have easily been made 
by those skilled in the art based on the invention disclosed 
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in the cited reference 1 for the same reason as in the claim 
1. 



(Regarding claim 7) Cited Reference 3 

The invention defined in claim 7 is different from the 
invention defined in claim 4 only in the point of categories, 
therefore, the invention in clam 7 could have easily been made 
by those skilled in the art based on the invention disclosed 
in the cited reference 3 for the same reason as in the claim 
4. 



List of the Cited References etc 

1. Japanese Patent Application Publication No. 1-216427 

2. Japanese Patent Application Publication No. 6-110684 

3. Japanese Patent Application Publication No. 5-120013 

4. Japanese Patent Application Publication No. 4-287125 



//end// 
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